
Principalõs MessageñMr. Orr 

Cherry Hill Middle School Newsletter 

I hope everyone has enjoyed our winter months; we 

certainly have been blessed with mild weather so far.  

That being said, most of us are now ready to think 

spring. The interim period for the third marking period 

ended on Thursday, February 16, and the students 

were issued their interim reports on Monday, February 

27. 

 

I would like to encourage all parents and students to 

set up conferences with teachers for Thursday, March 

8. Conferences will be by appointment and can be set 

up during the day or after school from 2:45 p.m. to 

4:45 p.m. The times during the day for 6th grade teach-

ers will be from 12:45-1:15; for 7th grade teachers 

from 2:00-2:30; 8th grade teachers from 8:45-9:15; and 

for fine arts and physical education teachers from 

10:15-10:45. Appointments can be made by calling 

the guidance office at 410-996-5022 to schedule a spe-

cific time for one teacher and/or several teachers.  

 

Ms. Bakeoven and Ms. Porter will be using a spread-

sheet to schedule the conferences so please ask for one 

of them when you call the school. These conferences 

will provide you with an opportunity to talk with 

teachers about your childôs interim report. As a re-

minder, the rationale for the conferences will be for 

students, parents, and teachers to communicate about 

each studentôs academic strengths, strategies for deal-

ing with weaknesses, and to reinforce positive behav-

iors so that they become habits. In addition, parents 

and students will find out exactly where the student 

stands at this point in the third marking period and 

what they will need to do to maintain or improve their 

current grades.  

The students are invited to these conferences. 

Please contact the school at anytime between 8:00 

a.m. and 4:00 p.m. to set up a conference or confer-

ences. Our hope is that these conferences will pro-

vide parents an opportunity to check on the pro-

gress of their sons or daughters; which is extremely 

important during this time of the year because some 

students take a collective sigh and relax. Please en-

courage, support, and ask about class work, home-

work, tests, and projects so that students feel a 

sense of urgency to do their very best. If students 

need extra help, they should set this up with their 

individual teachers and make a plan to participate 

in study sessions during our intensive revisit time 

or after school.  

 

Our students will be taking the Maryland School 

Assessment (MSA) between March 12 ïMarch 21. 

It is critically important that all students are present 

for each day of testing, and that they are prepared 

to work hard and put forth their best effort. Stu-

dents will have a total of four days of tests -- two 

days of reading and two days of math. Our eighth 

graders will also be taking the MSA Science Test 

on-line sometime between April 16 and April 20. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please e-

mail me at borr@ccps.org or call me at 410-996-

5020. Again, I thank you for allowing us to work 

with your children everyday. 

Mr.  Berke ley  C .  Or r ,  J r . ,  Pr inc ipa l 
Ms.  S tacy  N .  Ka l inowsk i ,  Ass is tan t  P r inc ipa l 

March/April 2012 



6th Grade MathñMrs. Johnson and Mrs. Bunk 

Students have completed Unit 1 (Beginning of time, a.k.a. 

The Stone Age) and are about halfway through Unit 2 

(Dawn of Civilizations ï Mesopotamia, Egypt, Indus River 

Valley and Northern China).  Sometime around Spring 

Break, either before or after, we will begin Unit 3 (ancient 

Greece, ancient Rome, ancient African Kingdoms and an-

cient America Empires).  Common themes that are carried 

through the units and provide consistency include; geogra-

phy, government, economics, religious belief systems and 

legacies or contributions to the modern world.       

Students are not expected to have homework every night 

in Social Studies.  However, they are expected to write 

something down in their planner everyday, even if it is ñno 

homeworkò, so they develop/practice positive academic 

habits.  Also, they are expected to take their Social Studies 

notebooks home every day so they can; organize, study 

and/or review what they learned that day.  Students will 

receive new vocabulary approximately every two weeks.  

They will be expected to make and study vocabulary study 

tools (some examples are zip strips or flash cards) in prep-

aration for quizzes.  Certain academic skills will be dis-

cussed, introduced or reviewed, and used in class that are 

encouraged to be reinforced at home.  Some of those skills 

include; organization (preparedness and turning in assign-

ments on time), time management (following directions 

and completing assignments), cooperation (group work 

and respect) and self-discipline (PBIS goals of respect, 

responsibility and safety).   

Our class will be finishing up the Ratios, Proportions, & 

Percents unit next week.  The next unit is Geometry.  We 

will be learning about the characteristics of several figures 

as well as measuring & constructing angles.  Each student 

will need their own compass & protractor so they can 

complete homework assignments at home.  Please check to 

make sure your child has adequate supplies of paper, pen-

cils, erasers, etc. as there are still about 75 days in the 

school year.  Also, please continue to check to make sure 

your child is completing homework assignments as this is 

their daily practice & hopefully will result in better quiz 

and test scores.  We are also continuing to practice various 

MSA skills & concepts to prepare our students for the 

MSA Assessment which is set for the beginning of March.   

6th Grade Social StudiesñMs. Gallaher 

6th Grade Language Ar tsñMr. Bennett and Mrs. Zimmer 

Wow!!!  This year is moving fast.  We are more than half 

way through another school year, but we still have a lot of 

work to do and goals to accomplish!  In sixth grade we are 

finishing up Units 4 and 5.  Students will be assessed on 

the strategies and topics presented in this combined unit in 

the coming weeks.  After that we will be starting Unit 6. 

Students just finished heir second round of Scantron test-

ing and we have definitely seen growth from the students!  

Great Job!!  MSA is quickly approaching.  Students need 

to stay focused and keep working hard. 
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6th Grade ScienceñMrs. Raf fetto 

6th Grade Science classes have just completed the first unit on Experimental Design.  We are currently studying Heat 

and will then move on to ñThe Changing Earthò unit.  Students will learn about the Earthôs interior, continental drift, 

rocks, minerals and fossils. 



7th Grade MathñMrs. Sands, Mrs. Rossman, and Ms. Poore 

7th Grade Language Ar tsñMrs. Gawel 

Students are currently studying the Western Hemisphere, 

looking at how the cultures and economies of the region 

impact the choices people make.  Upcoming assignments 

include a quiz on Canada and a response paper during our 

study of Mexico.  Please check your studentôs planner for 

specific due dates. 

Students also voted for the best map projects during their 

Social Studies class.  Congratulations to the following stu-

dents who were voted to have the best map projects in 

their class:  Michael Austin and Morgan Burlew (Block 3), 

Delaney Carter and Emily Stewart (Block 4), and Ana 

Darden and Scarlett Shifflett (Block 5).  Thank you for 

your continued support at home. 

During the last few weeks of February, Seventh Grade 

English Language Arts (ELA) students read novels by 

both Rodman Philbrick and Jerry Spinelli.  Students not 

only met many interesting characters in the novels, but 

they also explored a variety of powerful themes as well.  

We will kick off the month of March with research in the 

Media Center. Students will investigate Mysteries in His-

tory, and create a project, while analyzing the theories be-

hind these mysterious events, places and people. 

7th Grade Math ï Sands, Poore & Rossman 

Seventh graders are testing their Algebra skills as they 

work through the ñPatterns and Graphingò unit.  Students 

did a wonderful job as they mastered geometry and meas-

urement skills.  MSA is quickly approaching and all stu-

dents have a yellow tracking sheet that includes all objec-

tives they ñNeed to knowò to be successful on this yearôs 

MSA!  Letôs celebrate what we know!  Please keep up-to 

date at our wiki-page found at: http://

chms7math.wikispaces.com/  

 

7th Grade Pre-Algebra ï Sands 

Students recently completed their Geometry unit and met 

with great success!  Students have begun the Probability 

unit, which will lead us up to the MSA!  Weôve been 

working hard to address all of the 7th grade indicators dur-

ing our revisit period and during our daily warm-ups.  All 

students have a ñMonitoring Planò to help them all keep 

track of skills they donôt necessarily visit on a regular ba-

sis while in Pre-Algebra.  Please remember students have a  

ñUnit Organizerò that accompanies each unit of study.  

These organizers are designed to help students see the ñbig 

pictureò.  Students should be making sure they are able to 

thoroughly answer the ñself-testò questions on the organiz-

ers.  Please encourage your student to use the organizer as 

a resource while studying for assessments!  As always, 

please keep up to date at our class wiki page found at: 

ƘǧǇΥκκƪƛƳōŜǊƭȅǎŀƴŘǎΦǿƛƪƛǎǇŀŎŜǎΦŎƻƳκ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƻ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ 
нлмнΗ   

7th Grade Social StudiesñMrs. Whalen 
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Ar tñMr. Ritz Student CouncilñMr. Ritz 

8th Grade Language Arts class is completing the Setting 

and Mood Unit. 

Within this Unit we read novels and poems with the back-

ground of the Holocaust.  The students are very inquisitive 

about this information and may come home talking about 

the Holocaust.  We have had in depth discussions on toler-

ance and imagery for this unit.  Our next unit will be on 

Theme and Symbol.  We will be reading and writing 

myths and folklores.  Make sure your child is still reading 

an independent reading book every night.  At the end of 

each month a project for their book is due. 

Spirit Week:  March 26-30, 2012 

MondayðGreen and White Day Spirit Dance (2:50ð4:50 

PM) with rides waiting by 5:00 PM.  Costð$3.00 

 

TuesdayðHat Day 

 

WednesdayðCultural Awareness Day (dress according to 

your heritage) 

 

ThursdayðMismatch Day 

 

FridayðCougar Pride Day (wear your Cou-

gar Gear T-shirts, sweat shirts, etc.)  

Mr. Ritz will be passing out permission slips for the last  

New York City trip.   

Students must meet the following criteria in order to be 

invited:  no referrals, no MIRS, no MIPS, no suspensions, 

good attendance, A/B grades in Art, well polished man-

ners, responsible mature behavior, and the ability to follow 

directions.  The trip will be taken on May 24-26, 2012.  

The first deposit will be due by March 16th with the bal-

ance by April 13th.  Listen for announcements for further 

details. 

CHMS 2012 Spirit Week T-shirts ï pre order until March 

7th.  Students will wear the t-shirts for Spirit Week on 

ñGreen Dayò, March 30th.  Shirts are $14.00 and will be 

delivered on March 26th. 

CHMS 2nd Annual Yard Sale ï scheduled for Saturday 

April 28th, rain date May 5th.  This is a multi-family yard 

sale, crafters are welcome!  Yard Sale spots will be sold in 

advance for $15.00 each.  The PTSO will also have a re-

freshments stand.  Families/crafters keep all profits from 

sales. 

PTSO will use all proceeds from the t-shirt and Yard Sale 

to support upcoming events such as Teacher Appreciation 

and the 8th Grade Picnic! 

The PTSO Needs YOU ï several of the Board positions 

will turnover at the end of this year.  We are in need of 

some enthusiastic parents for the 2012 ï 2013 school year! 

Please email us at chmsptso@cccps.org if you want to get 

involved or have questions! 

8th Grade Language Ar tsñMrs. Pixler 
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